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Memorandum between Japan and Russia. Concluded and signed at 
Seoul, May 14th, 1896 

The Representatives of Russia and Japan at Seoul having conferred 
under the identical instructions from their respective Governments have 
arrived at the following conclusions: 

I. While leaving the matter of His Majesty the King of Corea's return 
to the Palace entirely to his own discretion and judgment, the Represen- 
tatives of Russia and Japan will friendly advise His Majesty to return to 
that place when no doubts concerning his safety there could be enter- 
tained. 

The Japanese Representative on his part gives the assurance that the 
most complete and effective measures will be taken for control of 
Japanese soshi. 

II. The present Cabinet Ministers have been appointed by His 
Majesty from his own free will, and most of them held Ministerial or 
other high offices during the last two years and are known to be liberal 
and moderate men. 

The two representatives will always aim at recommending to His 
Majesty to appoint liberal and moderate men as Ministers and to show 
clemency to his subjects. 

III. The Representative of Russia quite agrees with the Represen- 
tative of Japan that at the present state of affairs in Corea, it may be 
necessary to have Japanese guards stationed at some places for the pro- 
tection of the Japanese telegraph line between Fusan and Seoul, and that 
these guards now consisting of three companies of soldiers, should be 
withdrawn as soon as possible and replaced by gendarmes, who will be 
distributed as follows : fifty men at Taiku, fifty men at Ka-heung and ten 
men each at ten intermediate posts between Fusan and Seoul. This 
distribution may be liable to some changes, but the total number of the 
gendarme force shall never exceed two hundred men, who will afterwards 
gradually be withdrawn from such places, where peace and order has 
been restored by the Corean Government. 

IV. For the protection of the Japanese Settlements at Seoul and the 
open ports against possible attacks by the Corean populace, two compa- 
nies of Japanese troops may be stationed at Seoul, one company at Fusan 
and one at Gensan, each company not to exceed two hundred men. 
These troops will he quartered near the Settlements and shall be with- 
drawn as soon as no apprehensions of such attacks could be entertained. 

For the protection of the Russian Legation and Consulates, the Rus- 
sian Government may also keep guards not exceeding the number of 
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Japanese troops at these places, and which will be withdrawn as soon as 
tranquility in the interior is completely restored. 

Seoul, May 14th, 1896. Waeber, 

Representative of Russia. 

3. KOMURA, 

Representative of Japan. 



Protocol Concerning the Question of Corea between Japan and Russia. 
Signed at Moscow, June 9, 1896 

Le Marshal Marquis Yamagata, Ambassadeur Extraordinaire de Sa 
Majesty PEmpereur du Japon et le Secretaire d'Etat Prince Lobanow 
Rostovsky, Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres, ayant ^change" leurs vues 
sur la situation de la Cor6e, sont convenus des articles suivants: 

I. Les Gouvernements Japonais et Russe, dans le but de rem6dier 
aux embarras financiers de la Cor6e, conseilleront au Gouvernement 
Coreen de supprimer toute defense inutile et d'etablir un 6quilibre entre 
ses depenses et ses revenus. Si a la suite de r6formes reconnues indis- 
pensables, il devenait n^cessaire de recourir a des emprunts strangers, 
les deux Gouvernements pr&eront, d'un commun accord, leur appui a 
la Cor£e. 

II. Les Gouvernements Japonais et Russe essaieront d'abandonner a 
la Cor6e, autant que le permettra la situation financiere et 6conomique 
de ce pays, la creation et l'entretien d'une force arm£e et d'une police 
indeignes dans des proportions suffisantes pour maintenir l'ordre inte^ 
rieur, sans secours Strangers. 

III. En vue de faciliter les communications avec la Coree, le Gouverne- 
ment Japonais continuera a administrer les lignes t616graphiques qui s'y 
trouvent actuellement entre ses mains. 

II est reserve a la Russie d'etablir une ligne tel^graphique de Seoul a, 
ses frontieres. 

Ces diff^rentes lignes pourront etre rachetees par le Gouvernement 
Coreen, aussitot qu'il en aura les moyens. 

IV. Dans le cas ou les principes ci-dessus exposes exigeraient une 
definition plus precise et plus detailed, ou bien si, par la suite, il surgissait 
d'autres points sur lesquels il serait n^cessaire de se concerter, les Repr£- 
sentants des deux Gouvernements seront charges de s'entendre la-dessus 
a l'amiable. 

Fait a Moscoue, le — : 1896. 

28 mai 

Signed Yamagata Sign6: Lobanow. 



